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Course Description: 

 This course examines the second half of American history beginning after the reconstruction of the South post 
Civil War and ends in the present.  The Students will examine the causes and consequences of the Industrial Revolution 
and America’s growing role in world diplomatic relations, including the Spanish-American War and World War I. The 
goals and accomplishments of the Progressive movement and the New Deal are examined in depth.  Students will also 
learn about the various factors that led to America’s entry into World War II, as well as its consequences for American 
life. Students will explore the causes and course of the Cold War. The class will investigate the important social, cultural, 
economic, and political changes resulting from the Civil Rights Movement, the Cold War, and recent events and trends 
that have shaped modern-day America. Additionally, students will learn the causes and consequences of contemporary 
issues impacting their world today. Students will continue to use skills for historical and geographical analysis as they 
examine American history since Reconstruction with special attention to Tennessee connections in history, geography, 
politics, and people. Students will continue to learn fundamental concepts in civics, economics, and geography within 
the context of United States history. The reading of primary source documents is a key feature of United States history 
standards. Finally, students will focus on current human and physical geographic issues important in contemporary 
America and the global society. 

 

Course Rationale:  

The purpose of high school is to prepare students for their adult life. With that said, this course is designed to 
explore the history of the United States so that students can better understand and function in the world they live in. 
Social studies courses should give students the knowledge, intellectual skills, civic understandings, and dispositions 
toward democratic values that are necessary to function effectively in American society. Ultimately, social studies 
instruction should help students assume their role as responsible citizens in America’s constitutional democracy and as 
active contributors to a society that is increasingly diverse and interdependent with other nations of the world.  

 

 

My View: 

I want to have fun.  I had social studies teachers who put me to sleep in high school and college.  I do not want 
to do that to anyone. Learning and discovering new information is part of being human and something we should all 
strive for. I want us to take that journey together.  There are a plethora of things I want us to explore in this class 
together and the more interactive you are the more fun the class will be. As for the topics themselves, I am not just 
going to give you names and dates that you have to remember. I am much more concerned that you understand the 
how and why in history so that it is applicable to your life.  We will take the topics we learn and apply them to what’s 
happening in the world today. History is one big long never ending story.  Everything that is happening and will happen 
has been foreshadowed by past events and it is important for us as American citizens to understand the past so we can 
understand our present.  
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The Rise of Industrial America 1877-1914 
 Students analyze the various causes of the Industrial Revolution, the transformation of the American 
economy, and the changing social and political conditions in the United States in response to the 
Industrial Revolution. Students will also examine the relationship among the rise of industrialization, 
large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe and 
Asia. 
 
The Progressive Era 1890-1920  
Students analyze the changing landscape, including the growth of cities and the demand for political, 
economic, and social reforms. Students trace the rise of the United States to its role as a world power 
in the twentieth century. 
 
The 1920s  
Describe how the battle between traditionalism and modernism manifested itself in the major 
historical trends and events after World War I and throughout the 1920s. 
 
The Great Depression  
Students analyze the causes and effects of the Great Depression and how the New Deal 
fundamentally changed the role of the federal government. 
 
Between the Wars and World War II (1921-1947) 
 Students analyze the inter-war years and America’s participation in World War II 
 
Cold War (1945-1975) 
 Students analyze the response of the United States to communism after World War II 
 
Modern United States 1945-1979 
 Students analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post–World War II America. 
Students examine the origins, goals, key events, and accomplishments of Civil Rights movement in the 
United States, and important events and trends in the 1960s and 1970s. 
 
Contemporary United States 1980 – Today 
 Students describe important events and trends since 1980. Students analyze the important foreign 
policies of and events that took place during the administrations of Presidents Ronald Reagan, George 
H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush, and Barack Obama. 



 

 

 

Grades: 
Grades are often determined by effort in this course.  Considering I want to take a hands on approach to 

learning most of your grade will be determined by the effort you put in. I will not fail any student who tries their best. 
If projects have had an honest effort put into them they will receive a good grade. There will be a lot of “grade boosters” 
as well. (You’ll learn about these as the year progresses) I am not a huge fan of tests, but if students are going to be 
prepared for the real world they need to learn how to take and pass a test. Writing will be a large part of this course. 
Knowing the world you live in is an important part of this course, so part of your grade will be determined by current 
events. You will be keeping a binder with everything from the semester in it. This is the easiest way to improve your 
grade. If you have entered all of your work in the binder at the end of the semester it can boost your grade significantly. 
(I will explain in class)  

 

Binder/Notes: ------------------------------- 5% 

Tests/Essay:---------------------------------- 30% 

Quizzes/Maps/Current Events---------- 15% 

Projects:--------------------------------------- 30% 

Home/In-class work----------------------- 20% 

 

 

Improving your grade: 

Everyone has bad days.  If you completely bomb a test don’t panic. You will be allowed to improve your grade on 
the test through test corrections or by whatever means that I deem appropriate. The manner by which you can earn a 
better grade depends on your effort in class.  We will talk about this as the semester progresses  

 

Materials: 

➢ Pens/pencils 
➢ 3 ring binder.  

o Needs to be big enough to fill all of the semester’s work into. Around  2-3 inch should do 
o Needs loose leaf paper to go in binder. 
o Dividers/Tabs 

  


